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SKY LAKE BOARDWALK OPENS

Dr. David Stahl, Director of the Ringtree L
ranks as one of the most important ancient baldcypress stands in the lower Mississippi Valley and shc
be conserved for future generations. 0 And |
served.

On an incredibly blustery and chilly November 3 Wildlife Mississippi hosted the dedication of the Sk
Lake Boardwalk which meanders through an impressive and ancient stand of baldcypress. Governor
Mrs. Haley Barbour, Clark Reed and others greeted guests as they joined in the celebration of the cor
pletion of a shared vision of conservation and preservation for future generations.

Sky Lake is an oxbow lake located about 8 miles north of Belzoni. This property had been in the M
Simmons family for over 100 years. The Simmons recognized the significance of the area in terms of
nic, educational, ecological and scientific value . They sold the property to Mississippi Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries & Parks. The Yazoo Levee Board then added a small tract to some reforested Cor
Engineers land. This resulted in the Sky Lake Wildlife Management Area which provides overwinterir
habitat for a variety of migratory birds. It is an important link in the chain of Wildlife Management Arec
refuges and national forests for migratory ducks and geese in the Mississippi Flyway. It also provides
habitat for a variety of wildlife, including threatened species like the least tern and Louisiana black bez
and resident wildlife species including squirtelledhdeer and alligators.

The ancient cypress trees of Sky Lake are some of the largest and oldest baldcypress that remain:
earth. Many of the oldest trees range form 800 to 1000 years old. They are in the Cupressaceae far
the same family as the giant sequoia and redwood. They can grow in other soil types but have the ak
to reproduce and thrive in very wet conditions when other trees cannot. This promotes less competiti
allowing the cypress to become giants.

Thanks to the efforts of the Simmons family, Wildife
sippi, MDWF&P, the Federal Highway Administration arf
YazoeMississippi Delta Levee Board, folks may now vie| |
giant cypress trees that were previously inaccessible to/§ |
eral public. A ¥ mile elevated boardwalk that includes {f
tive panels winds through the magnificent stand of bald¢
trees.
The Sky Lake Boardwalk is open to the public fiom
5 p.m., 7 days a week. The boardwalk is located at the Sky Lake Wildlife Management Area, which is
north of Belzonl At the mtersectlon of US Highway 49W and Highways 12 and 7 (at Belzoni), turn eas

R == onto Highway 7 (1st Street). At the first traffic light, the inter-
section of Highway 7 (also named Martin Luther King Drive)
and Hayden Street, turn left. When the road forks at Old High-
way 49 and Highway 7, bear right on Highway 7 and continue
for approximately 4.9 miles to the intersection of Four Mile
Road. Turn left and travel approximately 0.9 miles to the inter-
section of Simmons Road. Turn left on Simmons Road and
travel approximately 0.8 miles, staying on the blacktop, to the
¥2 entrance of the facility, which will be on the right.

A Sky Lake Giant




SHOPPING AT HOME. DOES IT REALLY MATTER?

Ho, ho, ho! ltés that time of year. O6Tis the s
holiday feast or buying gifts. Much time is spent considering what to buy and where to buy it.
This year, as you make that holiday shopping list, may we suggest you take a moment to think
about the i mpact you have on the | ocal economy. Wr
the local economy?
Does it matter that you buy groceries at local stores? Does it matter if when eating out, you choose
a |l ocal eatery? How about Christmas decorations ar
cialty pottery, items unique to our area, antiques, paintingsj taj}sare available in town. Even sporting
goods, home furnishings, appliances, landscaping supplies, home improvement products, gas grills and
heaters, a new set of tires, hunting, fishing and camping supplies can all be bought right here at home. In
addition, area merchants offer gift certificates. More often than we might think, all of these things and a
variety of others can be found right here in our hometown area.
Okay, so the point is made that there are local merchants who have what you need not only this
holi day season but throughout the year. Now, | et O s
Impact:

e Recent census tract figures show that Sharkey and Issaquena counties have approximately 3166
households with 14 people in each home.

e If each household chose to spend $100 each nomolvn that they are presently spending out of
the area, the impact woul d b everdli3ge®ling josOchams- mont h
ing to spend those dollars locally.

e Annually, this $100 a month per household becomes $3.8 million in additional local sales, translat-
ing to a healthy boost as our towns and cities get their share of sales tax.

e Think about it. $100 a month is little more than choosing to fill your vehicle twittee area rather
thanout of town. And what could the numbers be if more of your regular spending were directed
locally?

Increased local spending prompts area merchants to carry greater selections and larger inventories,
even leading to additional jobs. Their inventories contribute to the county coffers through other taxes.
Think shopping locally makes a differencégs, it matters.

Now imagine adding hunters, tourists and guests coming to our area shopping, buying groceries
and gasoline. Be a good ambassador for our area by welcoming guests and spreading the word of what is
available here. Evidence of the "visitor effect" is the sales tax received by the City of Rolling Fork during
September and October. September city sales tax receipts totaled $29,900. In October, sales tax received by
the city rose by $7,000 to $36,990. This increase is a clear demonstration of what events like the Great
Delta Bear Affair and hunters coming to our area can mean for city revenue. Ever been in line at the gro-
cery store behind a member shopping for his hunting club? Big dollars, good results for our communities.

Every dollar collected in sales tax helps provide city services, salaries, police and fire protection,
street maintenance and numerous other services. These are dollars that do not have to come from property
tax assessments. Every additional sales tax dollar increases revenues that eventually go beyond just the ne-
cessities and begin to add amenities to our afes. it matters.

You get the point. Now, what can you do about it? Here are five easy things we can do to change our
spending habits:

1. When you make a list of things to buy on your next trip out of town, stop and ask, "Which of
these items COULD | buy at home?" Then do it.

2. Try going a week, then two, then three buying everything you need in your hometown area. Soon
it becomes a habit to shop locally first, a redirection of your spending that benefits all.

3. What about price? Surprisingly, local merchants most often have very competitive pricing. When
possibl e, many are willing to price match just to
shop locallyonly, just shop locallyirst. Give 6em a shot.

4. Visit local merchants and become familiar with what products they have to offer. If you have a
special need, many of them have the ability to order that item for you.



(Shop Locally, continued from page 2)

5. Adopt the thought of shopping at home FI RST,;
fill your vehicle with gas bought at home before making thatodabwn trip.

Remember, local merchants are your friends and neighbors. They are the people who are asked

regularly to donate to local causes, who serve in volunteer capacities, who give back to their communities.

It makes sense to promote their abilities to do these things by channeling your spending power into your
own community. ltés good for you. I'tés good for

Article written by Nancy Virden, a Rolling Fork resident and a+yipesident of the Bank of Anguilla

Ao b Jorrs M e Fematere,
| My A WNaados s Vi G dind bl v buira
B e, A el b e i e el s
Pova oo, Madom rver g Tomigy v, Sut chdbon i

TAL JANEY M

‘ R v | ccsacasirs COX
‘ For o mbabnaion go %

" . :,".l‘... e b Sie aeg or aul 831 $U5. 470 W Y,
Lo ., R ” . -

Through a new program managed by the Mississippi Wildlife Federation, hunters are able
to help fight hunger in Mississippi by donating venison to the Mississippi Food Network (MFN).
The Mississippi F o o tb releeetpoverty-iclatasd hunges asrbss Mississfppi by
distributing donated and purchased food and grocery products through a network of member
churches and nonprofit organizations. The MFN has over 320 participating organizations across
the state of Mississippi.

TheHunt er 6 s Har vwokkd thrdughayticipating processors that make sure
any donations get to the Mississippi Food Network in a timely manner. Donating venison is easy
for hunters - hunters may donate a pound or two of venison when they pick up their venison that
has been processed at a participating processor, or they may donate an entire deer to the cause.
When an entire deer is donat ed, the hunter may
pay it through grants and contributions. When donating an entire deer, hunters are asked to field
dress the deer, but it does not have to be skinned.

The Mississippi Food Network reported donations of over 250 pounds of venison after the
opening weekend of deer season.

For a list of participating processors, go to http://www.mswildlife.org/hunters-harvest/partners.php.
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http://www.mswildlife.org/hunters-harvest/partners.php

The Tenth Great Delta Bear Affair was definitely an affair to remember on October 21,
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