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Lower Delta Talks

Mississippi's Lower Delta Partnership announces a series of talks that will begin in March. On the
third Tuesday of each month, from March through November, LDP will host a speaker in the Fine Arts
Room of the Sharkey - Issaquena County Library at 6:30 p.m. These talks are free and open to the
public.

LDP coordinator, Meg Cooper, states that she is excited about this project, "I've wanted to do
something like this for a while and am thrilled that we are able to bring this talk series to the residents
of the South Delta. Before we can promote our area to visitors, it's important that we are all aware of
the history, culture and nature of the South Delta ourselves." The lecture series entitled Lower Delta
Talks, focuses on a different aspect of the South Delta each month from its Pre-history in April to Civil
Rights leader Unita Blackwell in August, Delta Writers in October and the rich Jewish legacy in the
region in November.(see complete schedule on page 4)

The series will kick off March 16, 2010 with Rolling Fork native, Willy Bearden and "Permission to
Continue: Documenting the Delta." Bearden has been documenting the Delta in film, museum projects
and books for many years. Bearden is founder of The William Bearden Company, a Memphis based
video and event production company that has been creating national and international productions since
1988.

Bearden's films include: Visualizing the Blues, The Story of Cotton, A History of Memphis Garage
Bands, Overton Park, ElImwood Cemetery, Horn Island Journal, and Project 366. His museum projects
include the Tunica River Park, The Elvis Presley Birthplace Museum, The Cotton Museum at the Memphis
Cotton Exchange, and the Memphis Wonders Series. He is a founding member of the University of
Memphis' Delta, Everything Southern symposium. His books include: Cotton, From Southern Fields to
the Memphis Market, Overton Park, and Memphis Blues-Birthplace of a Music Tradition. In the summer
of 2009, Bearden produced his first feature film, One Came Home. 1t will be released into theaters this
Spring.







